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It reads: "The threat is the same as you would encounter elsewhere, thoug~1 you are much 

more isolated, and more easily preyed upon." 

Crimes mentioned are: murder, rape, robbcty, assault, gang activity, crime among or 

perpetuated by the homeless, thefl, & shooting guns in populated areas. 

The Genesee Valley Greenway when originally proposed was to be a biking and biking 

trail. It's use has been extended to include such special interest groups as snowmobilers aild 

hunters. 

A multipurpose trail is inherently dangerous - eventually it becomes necessary to police 

these trails and tluit responsibility generally falls to the local communities. 

Crime along the Burke~Gillman Trail near Seattle, Washington got so bad that King 

County had to institute 24 hour bicycle patrols. 

Crime also has a negative impact on propetty values: King County Assessor's records 

show that the value ofpropertks along the Burke-Gillman Trail increased by 151.82% between 

1979 and 1997 (an 18 year period), properties uphill from the trail increased 407.33% for tlte 

same period, and propetties 3 blocks away, mainly in a conunercial section, increased by 222.22%. 

King County total land assessments for the pc1iod 1979-97 increased by 773.19%. 

So, as you can see, property values along trails simply do not keep pace. 

Can the County afford to police? Can we afford the loss in property values? 

I hope you will give careful consideration to what you have teamed. I know it's different 

from what you've been told. Please review tlte handouts. 

Titank you for listening. 

And, now, Mr.Szalla will talk about property rights under the Constitution~ 



"Wlille no one can say there'll never be any instance of criminal activity 
on the Genesee Valley Greenway, experience with greenways all across 
the nation indicates that typically, when an abandoned rail bed is convetied 
to a public, muti-use trail, incidents of crime and vandalism decrease. The 
rail bed is no longer a place where people can go to hang out or dump trash 
because there is too great a possibility that they will be discovered. Barriers 
are being erected so that unauthorized vehicles will not be able to gain access 
to the trail. The Rails to Trails Consetvancy recommends that the way to 
minimize crime on trails is to ensure that users exercise proper safely precaulions, 
keep the trail well maintained, and boost trail use." 

"A 1998 Rails to Trails Consetvancy national survey of 372 rail trail managers 
and 12law enforcement agents compared reports of major and minor crimes 
on rail tr.ails to the nalioHlal average for these ty1Jes of crimes in urban, suburban, 
and rural setting,'!. In all cases the crime rates on trails were fowtd to be very low 
when compared to the national crime rate. Only eleven or three percent of the trails 
surveyed. reported expeti.encing anyjype of major cti.me. Only one-foutih of the 
rail trail managers reponed any type of minor crime such as graffiti or littering. 
Letters fmm law enforcement officials indicated that such incidents were minimal." 

11 trails out of372 (or 3%) reported experiencing any type of major crime. 

I have here 80 pages of newspaper articles on trail cti.mes around the country. The flrst 8 

pages cite 21 major crimes in 7 states. 

Now one of the reason, for the discrepancy could be just a matter of bookkeeping. 

Incident Repotis call for addresses and trails do not have addresses. Another reason could be the 

reluctance on the part oflaw enforcement officials to admit they have a problem witlt crime. 

Tlus is fi·om a repoti dated 1998: 

"The CTPS (Central Transportation Planning Study- Massachusetts) 
feasibility study provided reports fi"om the Arlington and Lexington police 
cluef.'l th.at crime was a minor issue on the Minuteman Bikeway 11te commiltee 
followed up with the chiefs for additional information. While the Arlington 
Police Chief said that specific infonnation about crime on t1te rail trail was not
available, the police records provided a computer printout of376 trail-related 
crimes over the I>ast five years." 

Clime on the Pueblo County Area Trails System was significant enough for t1te Sheriff's 

Department to issue 3 pages of guidelines for protecting yourself wlille on their Trails System. 



ALLEGANY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

"VOLUNTEERS WORKING F'OR TOMORROW" 
Rick Hollis. Chaim1.111 (7161-268· 9:!:!fl R~'n Stuck. I '1ce Chmm1a1: 

County Office Building Room :!OS Belmont. l\1 14Sl ~ Fax < 7l6i· 2GS· tl-t4G 

Meeting Minutes 12/15/99 
Present: L. Dibble, C. Jessup. R. Yanda, D. Sinton. b. foster, C. <Dukei Ackley. G. Butera. I\:. Hollis. R. H0llis. F... Stuck. R :::Jein. ,\ \. 

Perkins. S. i\h·crs· Ex Officio 
Excused: R. Colas · 
Absent: f;:en Skinner, D. HanisJr. R. Backer,£. Krumm 
Guests: Assistant County Attorney· Tom l\1iner; NYS DEC· \Vayne Cooper and Ron Abraham; Friends oi the Gene~ee \'alley 

Greenway- frances Golcsik Canaseraga Creek Watet· Shed Steering Commiflee- 1\eYin i\1ahany. G•H"T Gill,erl. Patty 
Register Nobles. Catherine Kenyon, C. Allen Philips; Town of Hume Delegation- .. ~wis Wilmont. Dc>m1a Bro\\"ll. Tim 
Be.·vdsley, Phillip J\ tain, Marilyn Main. Philip Szalla; Legislators E. Shetman. B. Dil+le 

Location: Frank Williams Room- Allesany County Office Building, Belmont, New York. 
Officially Received via Richard Klein: T0\\11 oi Cuba requests ior flanning Board re,·ie\\" for a zoning change ;mtl a special U.\e 

, pennil. 
l. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order nl 7::30 f',\ 1 br Chaimmn R Hollis 
2. Minutes: On a motion by C. iDukel Ackley and seconded l•y [. Hollis, the minutes oi the >!onmth:r 17. I ~~fl. meeting were 

accepted as corrected K Hollis noted that the correction in 9.A. should read J. Boardman." 
3. Correspondence: 

A. Chai1man R Hollis noted that he had sent a letter to County Legislator Alton Sylor. Chair oi the Ful•lic \\\wl-:s CCII1Ul1ilfee re: 
:unending the solid waste law. 

B. Chairman Hollis reported that he had recei,·ed a letter of resignntion from the Planning Bt:ard from D. Fleming ot Scio 
C. Cham11an Hollis reported on sending a copy of the DC'Iletler re: Corridor study fot· the e::let"ISion of route~ 40& :.md ::!4 3 k• 

!:'en a lor 1\ 1cCee. 
4. Old Business: Ame11ded 6\'·laws: i\ 1otion was made Lw G. Sutera and seconded bY R. Yanda thM the Secref;ln· 0f the rl:mnilN 

Bo.:ml is authorized to sigt; all papers necessaty ior the. adoption of the amended l;y.laws that \\ill then be iot~Yarded to the ' 
Flannins <tn.-1 J?e,·elopmenl Conunittee. l\lotion carried tmanimousty. 

5. Guest Deleg.at10ns: 
A.. Genesee ValleY GreenwaY Marilyn111ait1, spokesperson ior the Town of Hume presented their ~"-~iections to the Greenway . .:. 

copy of her remarks is appended to these minutes. Pltil Szolla. spokesman from the To\\11 oi Willing. prcsente,i his idcas N1 

properly rights under the constitution and read a portion oiScction IS Department of the Bud,sei Report on re\·ersion:~ry 
rights of properly O\\'llCI"S. i\1ost of these remarks referred to the Ri\·erTrail (\\':\G) from \\'ells\·ille.to the f.-\ l'order. \\'<1yn~ 
Cooper, DEC represenlali\·e then replied th .. 11 he wished to address the issues as follows. 
1.) lssues concerning the WAG Trail don't exist on the Greenway properties ";lh possil•ly one exception 
2.} Friln Colcsik, Executi,·e Director of the fOGVG commented on property \'aiues and e.xplmned !he partnership l'elween the 

DEC, OFRHF and the Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway. She alsl' promised lo supply the Fkmnin:; Bonrd \\·ith 
copies of studies done re: crime, property ''alues, nmdalism, etc. as well as other infotmalion iorm the Rmls to Tr:uls 
ConsetTancy .. Ms. Gotcsik made other remarks on the general em·ironment of the Genesee \'alley Greenway and noted 
that nor! hem portions ,,f the traillun·e been open for eight ye;trs with no serious crimes :1mlno great de$ree oi troul'!<: 
or ,-andalism. Some arrests ha\·e l"Cen made for drinking and some signs ha,·e been used for targets (shooting) and om 
sate has been remo,·ed repeatedly. 

3.) Kon Abrah:u11 DEC forester spoke as a meml•er of an actiYe rolunleer group and adjoining landom1er in the :--:e\\" Hudsc>!l 
area. He rep0rled that !here had been a nt.1JOI' problem with dumping e>nthe Trail tmtil a maJor cle<tnup \\"<tS carried 
out. Tons of garbage ha,·e been remo\·ed. Since there has been an acti,·e presence ot1lhe Trail. dumping has ceased. 

4.} It Hollis repol"led on a meeiillg ~\·ith the SEale Police based in Fillmore. 01\ i\ ionday lhrou;;h Thurday nishts. the1·e is IW 

Stale Fl1lice presence during the third shift. There are two (:!1 forest rangers and 011e conserYalion 0tiicer in the 
northern part oi the county. 

5.} A Yis \\'ilmont spoke on the linbility question and asked 1f recre<~tiot1 is going to replace f<~nnland. She asked for <~n El$: 
and an economic impact study. She also noted that there is no police protection and there is a l•asic O\\llcrship •1Ue5h<.'ll 
re: RG and E. She also staled that the T0\\11 oi Genesee Falls \\ill officially ol~ject to the Trail. 

6.} \\'ayne Cooper, DEC, stated that he had the tine and deed iniotmation at his Olean Office. 
7.) Ron Abrah<llll noted that the original catt.."'ll deeds are in the Belmont Court House. 
8.) A question was asked on ho\\' long has the Creenway been Jt5 operating. I\ is. Cotcsil; explained that ,._,rious segments 

han: heen optnetl since 199:::!. 
9.} Discussion then ensued on how brush was remoYed and Yegetation cleared in order to create an 0pe11 path on the raill·~d 

B. Canaseraga Creek Watershed Steering Committee; was introduced by Legislator Bill Dil'i•le wlw then explained tlmf 
they are workins on a Master Plan: Vision for the Future for the Towus of Burns and Gro\·e and the \'illage eoi C.1naseraga. 
Canaseraga I\ layor fhilips stated that the comntittee wants lo generate interest in de,·eloping I he area . .-\ letter has been sent 
to all property owners and residents, they are de,·eioping an Internet page. and hope to promote ,grm\·th ior !he :trea. 
I'r&•lems nCIIed include ,·err little employment, a steady decline in tax re\·enues and a steady rise it: faxes. There has been 
some discussic111 on sewer de\·elopment dc>\\11 Route i(, from the To\\11 oi GroYe (Swain• to the \'illage oi Canaset·ag<t. i\byPr 
Philips conunented that the goals are kno\\11l.•ut ho\\' lo achie,·e them is not kuo\\11. Coalitioul•uilrling is lakin;; place. 
attendance nt meetings has been good -more than was expected except at the last meeting lpossiH)-· .iue to the holidays) ;r,nJ 
thai ;1 newsleller- ··C:l!1aserasa Creek Ctier"- has been .staded. They would like to fill the empty l'uildings ;md noted-that 
smnl \Witins insight is needed. heYin Mahany spoke on the ionnalion of a SllO\\moble club. a garden cluL'. ihe newsletter 

.-8cg;anyc,,uuty I'lamt.ing Bo:~rd il.1tetins i\linutesf,,r 12 ·15 99 · p.1gt 1 ,,j ~ 
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staff and the fact that they had recei,·ed a grant from the l\1J'S Planning Fecleration. They hope IC> prC>mL~le eci:"nl'mic ;>:rf>\\-111 
and toutism. In de\·eloping the .1\"1aster Plan, they will need assistance. Areas to l,e conside1·ed inclucte recreation iacili ties . 
open space, future de,·elopments oi the area, etc. There is consideration on forming a sub-conunitlee to work \\·ith the 
consultant . • -\11 interest was\•oiced on the reasons tor the ,-acant buildings. AllS\\-·er included aging "''·ners and buildings 
plus the fact that there is Yery little land ne..1r the buildings. Business is hindered l'Y the lack of sewers. ;\ 1. l'erkins suggested . 
looking ior iunds from the Em·iromnental Bond Act. They have met \\ith Catharine Rees and can readily see the neect i0r a 
consultant. Mayor Philips noted that they need to gel this. accomplished in a reasonable length of time- possit,ly S )·ears. H.: 
also noted that the support and enthusiasm is there. Chaimtan Hollis staled that the rlanning Board "·ould work \\ith their 
group and would put together a sub- conunittee for this purpose probably at our February meeting. 

6. Reports: 
A. Legisl.'tlor S. ~1yers \\-as complimented for her work c>u the I-86 designation. A copy of the Buiialo !'ews Article on same was 

made aYailal•le courtesy of G. Butera 
B. Guide for Local Ofiicials: Chainnan Hollis read his two letters -one to local officials and one to l'e sent to lil,rm·ies. These 

\\ill t•e mailed after January I , :!000, after new officials lake office. 
C. Annual (anuan· Dinner: Dinner Conunittee ChaiL G. Butera. reported that the dinner will be held at :O.Ioonwinks on.f:mtw·y 

1 ~' :!000, and "ill include a slide program by County Historian Craig Braack. Cost is S I E'.OO including sratuity. no lax 
applicable. The deadline for reservations is January 1:!, :!000. The guest list \\ill include County Legislators and guests. our 
Slate Assemblr and Senate representath·es or their designee, Congressman Houghton and Department Heads. On a motion l•:: 
R. Stuck and seconded by R. Yanda, G. Butera's report and dimter plans were endorsed and accepted unanimc>usly. 

D. 1\. Dirlam repo11ed on the 1-Sb statewide benefit study. The draft report projects that ii the road impro,·emenls are done in~ 
years. lhati-S6 \\ill b1ing inS~.:! billion in the next .:!0 years. The final report is due on.lanuary };:;. :!COC'. 

E. Nominatins Conynillee: D. Ackley repo11ed that the Nominating Committee has mel and \\ill be ready \\ith their •·eport i0r 
the Annual Dinner meeting. 

F. Zoning Chanse: R.l\lein rep01ied on the Cuba \~illage zoning change fo1· the Old .Acme building area. They \\·ish to rezone the 
area from a light industrial area into a general business area. A general business designali"n is more reslricth·e. Cuba· s 
se\\"age plant was enlarged a few years ago and has plenty of capacity for water and sewage. :\ totion te> accept this change 
\\ith no negali,-e comments was made by R. Stuck and seconded by M. Perkins . . Motion was carried unanimously \\ith F.. 
Klein abstaining. 

G. Specialllse Fennit: 1\.. Klein then reported on a request tor a special use permit proposed by the Fresbyteri;m Church. They 
wish lo either remo\·e two re~idences or remo,-e one residence and mm·e the second one in order to build a parking lot. In 
order te> do this, a special us pennit, pursuant to Article 12-B· 2~9 oi the Cenel·al i\·tunicipal Law is 1·equired. R. Klein nCikd 
thai if the second option is adopted that it will sa\·e a building and keep it on the tax roiL Cuba" s ~laster Plan recognizes llt.'lt 
need for parkins. A public healing '"ill be held in two or three weeks. Negati,-e impact noted from SEQ!\.. A motion to 
accept this proposal with not negati,,e conunents was made by 1\. Hollis and seconded by D. Sinton. Xolion "·as carried 
unanimously \\"ilh R. 1\lein abstaining. 

7. Other Business: 
A. C. Jessup noted that the Planning Board \\ill be asked tor ifs recommendations \\ith for or against the Genesee ·, ·alley 

Greenway based on economic development or tourism issues. It was suggested that we asks Li,·ingslon County a~l,iacent 
lando\\1lers for their comments. C. Butera co1runented that there are two issues- lando\\11ership and impacts. S. i\tyers 
staled that they nen:r 0\\1ted the land but ha\'e used it as their own. 1\. Dirlam reported that the Department of $fate and I h.: 
DEC are looking at the legal issues. Liability is not considered a big issue under NYS l..'l·w. i\ 1rs. :0.1ain ,,-as concerned :tt'Oul 
hunting. Guns are allowe..1 l>y shroting irom the Trail is not allowed. TI1e issue of snm\m(lbiles going do\\11 .:\ 1ain St. in . 
FillmClre was raised. S. i\·1yers commented that snowmobiles will not be allo\\"ed in some areas. There \\illl'e some areas tor 
walking only and some areas will be lt."'ndicapped accessible. i\1. Ferkim noted some non-motorized uses. R. Stuck 
commented that once you open it to motorized use-there is no slopping them. 

8 . Adjournment: On a motion from C. (Duke! Ackler, and seconded by C. Jessup, the meeting \\·as adjourne,i at ~:3:'i Pi\ I. 

ReSJ.'ectiully ;ul•mitted. 

~l!D~ 
Lee DiH,Ie. ~crel:.wy 

.o\ll~g,:tny CNUtly Fl.'lnning B,•·ud Meding, .._1i.nuf~s i-:>1· 12.' I ~ ;'~9 1'·1$~ 2 ,,j 2 
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Addt'l"SS to Allegany County Plamting Board 
12/15/1999 

I would like what I have to say recorded in the Secretaty's minutes. Thank you . 

. My name is Marilyn M<1in and I'm with the Genesee Valley Concerned Citizens. We are a 

group opposed to the development of of the Genesee Valley Greenway and WAG (River) Trails. 

We are opposed on the grounds that appropriation by the State of our lands to facilitate 

these trnils is a violation of our Constitutional right to own property and tlwt that property cannot 

be taken away from us without due process of law and just compensation. Mr. Szalla will address 

tllis issue later. 

We are opposed because experience has shown a high incidence of crime occuning on 

trails and on propet1ies contiguous to trails. 

We are opposed because adjacent propet1y will be devalued. 

I have read the literatum made available in our local library by Greenway proponents. 

Under the Section "Frequently asked Questions", #1 asks: "Will anyone really use this 

greenway? 7M /U-0!2~ ~: 

"Accordirng to Newsweek, June 9, 1997, the two outdoor pastimes that will grow 
the fastes.t between now and the year 2050 are bird watching and walking, two 
activities that can easily be pursued on the Genesee Valley Greenway Trail. The 
only pastime projected to grow faster than the increase in population is bird 
watclling (projected to grow by 58.5% compared to an estimated population increase 
of 53.9%.) Walking is estimated to grow by 52.2%, compared to golf and temus 
that are projected to increase by only 29.7 and 27.2%, respectively." 

Now, tmU users represent less than 1/lOth ofl% of the entire population. Or, only one 

person in a thousand is a trail user. So, increases of over 50% are hardly signilicant when applied 

to trails. 

Question 3 asks: "What about crime and vandalism?" The response is: 

--



It reads: "The threat is the same as you would encounter elsewhere, thoug~1 you are much 

more isolated, and more easily preyed upon." 

Crimes mentioned are: murder, rape, robbery, assault, gang activity, crime among or 

perpetuated by Rhe homeless, theft, & shooting guns in populated areas. 

The Genesee Valley Greenway when originally proposed was to be a hiking and biking 

trail. It's use hats been extended to include such special interest groups as snowmobilers ahd 

hunters. 

A multipurpose trail is inherently dangerous - eventually it becomes necessary to police 

these trails and ahat responsibility generally falls to the local communities. 

Crime aRong the Burke~Gillman Trail near Seattle, Washington got so bad that King 

County had to iJnstitute 24 hour bicycle patrols. 

Crime aRso has a negative impact on properly values: King County Assessor's records 

show that the value of properti~~s along the Durke-Gillman Trail increased by 151.82% between 

1979 and 1997 (an 18 year period), properties uphill from the trail increased 407.33% for the 

same period, and properties 3 blocks away, mainly in a conunercial section, increased by 222.22%. 

King County total land assessments for the period 1979-97 increased by 773.19%. 

So, as you can see, property values along trails simply do not keep pace. 

Can the County afford to police? Can we a1Iord the loss in property values? 

I hope you will give careful consideration to what you have teamed. I know it's diflerent 

from what you've been told. Please review the handouts. 

Thank you for listening. 

And, now, !vlr.Szalla ~ill talk about property tights under the Constitution. 



"While no one can say there'llnever be any instance of criminal activity 
on the Genesee Valley Greenway, experience with greenways aU across 
the nation indicates that typically, when an abandoned rail bed is converted 
to a public, muti~use tra:l~ incidents of crime and vandalism decrease. The 
rail bed is no longer a place where people can go to hang out or dump trash 
because !here is too great a possibility that they will be discovered. Barriers 
are being erected so that unauthorized vehicles will not be able to gain access 
to the tnnil. The Rails to Trails Conservancy recommends that the way to 
minimiz{: crime on trails is to ensure that users exercise proper safety precautions, 
keep the trail well maintained, and boost trail use." 

"A 1998 Rails to Trails Consetvancy national sutvey of 372 rail trail managers 
and 12 law enforcement agents compared reports of major and minor crimes 
on rail tr.Rils to the nation1al average for these types of crimes in urban, suburban, 
and rural! settings. In all cases the crime rates on trail~ were fmmd to be very low 
when connpared to the lllational crime rate. Only eleven or tlu·ee percent of J)te tr<til~ 
surveyed reported expetiencing anyjype of !ThWr cri.n}_~. Only one~fomth of the 
rail trail managers reported any type of minor crime such as grafliti or littering. 
Letters fyom law enforcement officials indicated that such incidents were minimal." 

11 trails out of372 (or 3%) reported experiencing any type ofm.Uor ctime. 

I have here 80 pages of newspaper articles on trail ctimes around the country. The fu·st 8 

pages cite 21 mlJljor crimes in 7 states. 

Now one of the reasonB for the discrepancy could be just a matter of bookkeeping. 

Incident Reports call for addre!lses and trails do not have addresses. Another reason could be the 

reluctance on the part of law enforcement officials to admit they have a problem witlt crime. 

This is fiotn a repmt dated 1998: 

"The CTPS (Central TJI'ansportation Plamling Study~ Massachusetts) 
feasibility study provided reports from the Arlington and Lexington police 
cllief.c; th.at cdme was a minor issue on the Minuteman Dikeway The conunittee 
followed up with the cl11iefs for additional information. While the Arlington 
Police Clllief said that specific infonnation about crime on the rail trail was not 
available, the police records provided a computer printout of 3 7 6 trail~reJated 
cdmes over the past five years." 

Clime on the Pueblo County Area Trails System was significant enough for the Sheriff's 

Department to issue 3 pages of guidelines for protecting yourself willie on their Trails System. 




